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The Right Way to make M O N E Y' more Plentiiul : 
CONSIDERATIONS relating to the ACT for pre- 
venting Exportation of Silver, and encouraging its Importation, 


and Coinage. 


H-E Coinage of Silver, and its Importation, as likewiſe the hindrance 
of its Exportation, is no way to be accompliſhd, but by fixing the Price 
of Sterling Silver uncoin'd, to Five Shillings the Ounce preciſely, by: 
Act of Parliament, with. a Penalty of Forfeiting what Silver: ſhall be: 
Expoſed to Sale for above that Price : And likewiſe by ordaining that all 
Coined Silver, whoſe Value is Five Shillings , ſhall want ſo much of an Ounce.in 
Weig\t, as will amount-tothe Value of Four-Pence at the leaſt, if not Six-pence 3 
and lo proportionable, for all ſmaller Coins ; for by this means Silver Coined ifito 
Money, ſhall be of more Value to the Owner, than-if fold to be wrought upin Plate; 
and that's the beſt way to encourage Coinage ; for 1f Silver turn to better | Account 
in the Mint,” than in the Gold{mith's Shop, every one will be willing to convert his 
Plare to Money. - i= $1 | 

Of late the Goldſmiths and Refiners have raiſed Srerl;zz Silver to Five and T'wo= 
pence, Five and Three-pence, and ſometimes to Five and Four-pence the Qunee : Now 
new Five-ſhilling-Pieces and Half-Crowns being worth but Five Shillings the Ounce, 
tho good Sterling, the Working Silverſmiths havechoſento melt down New Money 
rather than buy Sterling Plate at ſo dear a Price, ſince by ſo doing, they ſave Threes 
p2nce or Four pence the Ounce, of what they myſt have Paid the Goldſmith and 
Renner ; which hath been a very great abuſe tothe State ; for 'tis well known, that 
in order toencourage Coinage, the King isat all the Charges of the Mint; now what 
can ba greater abuſe and diſappointment tothe State, than for the King'to be at mas 
ny "Cnoulaads.a Year Charge to Coin. New Money, when it may be the Silver- 
Gnitis ſhill melt down Half or Three Parts of what the Mint coins. Iam credibly 
info:med, T'\at a certain Perſon 1a this City, {ſhould make his boaſts upon the Paſſing 
the at Act of General Pardon, how many Hundred Ounces of New Money him- 
{lf had melred down the Year before : At this Rate the greateſt Part of the Charge 
the King is at in Coiaing, is clearly Loſs. Now 'tis not one or two that are guilty 
of this Defzcing the Knz's Coin 3 but "tis a general thing amongſt them all, which 
miſchief can never be prevented, except Silver be made more worth when Coined 
into Mony,-than when {old in Bars and Ingots. ' 

If thisbe not done, and a certain Value” be not fer upon Uncoined Silver, fo that 
its Price may be ſtill lower than vhen Coined into Money, the Mint may Coin to the 
Works end, and yet Moncy wall be ſtill as ſcarce as ever, which is one great Grievance 
thutthe Kingdom now groans under; for *tis plain, that we have nor now Coin enough 
in this Kingdom to drive on the Tradethat is neceflary to mainrain-its People ; tor 
- if rhe Tradeof a People, for example, amounted. but to Forty Millions, and there 
wer: but I wenty Millions to carry the fame on, the other Twenty muſt be account- 
ed for by Truſting; and that this 1s our Caſe, 1s plain by the Merchants generally 
giving {o many Months Credit as tagy do' waen they ſell their Wares. Ready Mo- 
ney, which is the Life and Soul of all Trade, can never be expected, unleſs there be 
as much Money in a Nation, as the "Trade amounts to, and ſomething more to fa- 
tisfic thoſe whoſe Joys docon{ilt in Hoarding ; for this fort of Vermin will be ſatisfied, 
tho it be with the Kingdoms Ruta 
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Tt is to be ſuppoſed, That not one Piece of our Clipp'd Money is either Melted 
down or Exported ; and t:is can be from no other Reaſon, but becauſe 'tis now of 
more Yalue in it {elt, than it wiil be when Nielted or Exported ; for no Foreign Natt- 
on will exchanse it for more than 1ts intrinſick Value, which is much leſs than its re- 
puted Value is; neither will any man melt it down tor the ſame reaſon. Now certainly 
the example which by this means is atforded, is ſufficient to prove light Money to be 
the only. means of encouraging Coinage, and preventing Exportation ; and 'tis a clear 
Proof that it can be no diſadvantage to us to have the Parliament to Authorize the 
Coining and Paſſing of ſuch light Money,tince *tis already counted no great Grievance 
for men in Payments to take ſuch light Clipp'd Money by the warrant of Cuſtom on- 
ly. Men may indeed loſe one time or other, by what the Law thus allows not ; but 
what the L2w does authorize in this Caſe, no man can be a Loſer by. 

Beſides, if Money were made lighter by A&t of Parhament, and a Clauſe wcre 
added to Authorize the Mint to new Coin all theold Money that were found wort!: 
the melting down, into that ſort of Coin now called Mill'd Money ; this would for 
the future prevent all Clipping, ſincein a little time none of the Old Large Money 
would be-ls#t for that ſort of raſcally Tribe to work upon, and the New could not bs , 
ſo ſerv'd without diſcovery. _ 

Moreover, if our Silver Coins wereof more Value here, than the uncoin'd Silver of 

| theſame Alloy in other Nations, this would greatly encourage Importation by our 
Merchants, which nothing elſe that I know of will do ſo effeQtually ; for who will be 
at the: Pains and Charge to bring Silver hither from another Countrey, if he can 
make th» ſame advantage of it where he already is. | : 

Doubtleſs the ſcarcity of Money in Ezg/azd muſt be imputed to the goodneſs of 
the Coin, thar is, to its Value and Weight being both alike ; ſo that if Bar Silver and 
Plate be never ſo little ſcarce, which generally inhances the Value, then down goes all 
our beft Money into the Melting-Pot ; and the reaſon why Ster/izg uncoined Silver 
has of late been ſo ſcarce, 1s to be imputed to that extravagant Humour which at this 
day reigns among men of all ranks and degrees ; for now among :he loweſt of the 
People, every Mechanick 'Tradeſman, nay every Dunghil-itaker will be ferv'd in 
Plate;ſcarcean Ale-houſe but ſerves their Cuſtomersall in Plate; every Pedlins Hoiſe- 
wife in the Town muſt have her Spoons, her Tankards, her Caudle-Cups, and many 
other Houſhold Utenſils all of Silver. - 

And for the Gentry, the very Kettles, Skillets, Chafing-diſhes, Piſs pots, and Cloſe- 
Nool-Pans too muſt be made of Silver ; uſes which God and Nature did never appoint 

that Noble Metal for, by which means a moſt Prodigious Quantity of Coin hath 
been Melted down, and uncoin'd Silver wrought up to fatishie this curſed Piece of Lu- 
xury and Prodigality; a thing which our Thrifty and Noble-minded Anceitors did 
undoubtedly abior. 7 L 

And by this means it comes to paſs that our Tin is ſo much negletted, for formerly 
our Anceſtors were ſatisfied in being ſerved by Veſlels made ot this Meral, by which 
means our own Native Commodity of '1in, had a quick vent among us; to the great 
Advantage of thoſe Places in which it was found ; but now we mult have Silver in- 
ſtead -of Pewter,and the poor Tinners muſt ſtarve, or coin it into Farthings. 

What has been ſaid of Silver, holds good in Gold alfo; for what has made our Ez- 
glifſþ Gold fo ſcarce among us, bur its goodneſs? for tho it has been rais'd in Price 

conſiderably, yet it is ſtill worth more than its reputed Value : And at this day, as I 
have been inform'd, the Goldſmiths generally weigh all the Old Broad Gold they rake 
or change, :.nd if it comes by Weight but to a Penny more than its Value in Pay- 
ment, they melt it dowa for other Uſes. Now had our Gold been more 1n Value than 
its Weight amounted to according to the Standard Price, it might have been as Plen« 
ty now, as in our Fore-fathers days : which ſome yer alive do well remember. 
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